The Intriguing Insurance Industry — A Student’s-

Eye View

by Stacey Hintarlomng

Stacey’s article was featured in the November 5t
edition of the CPCU Personally Speaking newsletter.
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Editor's note: On scholarships offered
by the CPCU Society’s Central linois
Chaptar, llinois State Univarsity
students Stacay Hintarlong and Susan
Lipps attendead the CPCU Society's
Annual Meating and Seminars in
Danver, Colo. Hinterlong is cumrently in
the process of taking her CPCL axams
and hopes to become a CPCU Sociaty
member soon. She eagerly awaits active
inviolvement at the local chapter and
Sociaty lavals.

I had the wonderful op portunity to ke

one of the first two students majoring

ir insurance at Illinois State Ulniversity
o attend the CPCL Society's Annual
Meeting and Seminars on a scholaship
sponsored by the Central 1llinois
Chapter. | went through an application
process and was honored to hear that 1
was chosen. This was only the beginning
of the excitement to come.

1 often hear things like, “You're
majoring in insurance! Do you realize
b boring that is™ This is far from

the truth; however, this impression is

an untortunate hurdle that must be
overcome to get younger talent interested
ir the industry. The CPOL Society's
Armual Mecting and Seminars is a
wonderful starting point. My eyes were
npcn-:-:l to an industry full of mcani.n,c__';f-ul
educational events, valuable ntl:'.l'crrking
and great fun.

My adventures began in Denver by
attending the Personal Lines Interest
Giroup Committee meeting with one of
my Central llinois Chapter mentors,
Daniel L. Bledgett, CPCU, AIM, AIS,
PMP. The committes members were
innovative and CTUCOUTAZIN S, and they
asked for — and valued — my opinions.
They were excited to get a “different
generation's point of view."

The value I received out of this meeting
is indescribable. I was able to hear the

Personal Lines Interest Group

Personally Speaking

dlﬁc’rhﬁg perspectives at educators,
underwriters, agents and project managers
— and that is to just name a few. The
Persomal Lines Interest Group is Alled
with a variety of industry members, and to

listen o them interacting topgether is an
CdLI.C atiom thﬂt can bt 'b:'.l'l.'l.d Ilml'h.tl.'t' CI.E-C.

by adventures then took me to the
Oipening General Session and the
AICPCU Conferment Ceremony. To see
and hear from the newest CPCU Saciety
members encouraged me to obtain my
CPCU designation as early as possible,
This was followed by the Congratulatory
Reception, which was my opportunity

to network. There is no better way to
h-[_';urt out which side and what area of
the industry 1 might like to be on than by

talking to theose with experience.

My eves were opened to an
industry full of meaningful
educational events, valuable
networking and great fun.

I attended Sundays General Session,
where the keynote speaker, General
Honoré, put me on the spot (and on
camera for the audience) with a question.
This sessicn was preat in that it really
made me think. And it also highlighted

some possibilities that 1 have for my
future that 1 didn't even know existed.

1 also was able to attend educational
seminars, the meat and potaboes ot the
Annual Meeting, They gave me an
education that a professor couldn't teach
me in 8 classroom. 1 was able to choose
a variety nftnpics that interested me,
such as the Mock Trial, the Women's
Forum, sustainakility and international
insurance. | was able to make valuakle
connections with industry members thar
were truly interested in the advanc ement
of my future. And | was encouraged to
carn my CPCU designation, become
irvolved in the CPCU Society, take
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Hlinods State University students Stacey Hinterlong (pictured on left) and Susan
Lipps respond to a question posed at Sunday s Annual Meeting Genenal Session
irn Denver by kevnote Lt. General Russe! L. Honoré, U5, Army (Rei. ).

committee leadership pesitions and strive
tor my newest goal — becoming a CPCU
Society president and chairsomarn.

The most important takeaway from the
CPCU Society’s Annual Meeting and
Seminars is the mentoring | received.

In additicn to Dan Blodgett, 1 had two
ather mentors asslgn.:d to me trom the
Central Hlinois Chapter — James R,
Jones, CPCU, ARM, AIC, and Angela
M. Blair, CPCU, CLU, ChFC. All
three did a great jn]:- of intmducing me

to important contacts to advance my
career. While in Denver, 1 also obtained
a few more mentors, who offered valuahle
advice and encouraged me to use them as
future contacts,

I could sptal{. of my CXPErience tor days,
Fut, overall, the value that 1 chtained
in Denver is unique and irrtplactabln:.

I wish every insurance student could
have the opportunity to attend a CPCU
Society Annual Meeting and Seminars
as valuable as the one in Denver. 1 hope
that by reading this, you encourage your
chapter to sponsor students to attend a
future meeting.

Be sure to become a mentor and
encourage interest in this wonderful
industry. 1 look forward to gradual:inn and
becoming a member of such a strong and
prestigious society. | would like to end by
I:ak'mg one last OPPOTEUTLEY B thank the
CPCU Society's Central Hlinois Chapter
for sponsoring the scholarship and for
allcrwing me to have this once-in-a-
lifetime experience. W
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